
Word Picture What it Means

sea anemone
an ocean animal that looks like a 
plant, attaches to a rock, and is 

covered in tentacles

coral reef

like an underwater garden made 
of a hard, rocky skeleton with 

plants and animals that live 
together

symbiosis
when 2 species live and depend 

on each other to stay alive

tentacle
a flexible, thin limb of an animal 

used to grab, feel,  or move

algae
a plant that lives in water or wet 

ground, including seaweed

All About

© 2016 Cassandra Donoian

Clownfish



All About

© 2016 Cassandra Donoian

Clownfish
If you have ever seen the popular movie “Finding Nemo” 
then you are already familiar with clownfish.

Clownfish are small fish.  As an adult they can be 
between 2 and 5 inches long.  It is easy to recognize a

Clownfish are also called anemonefish.  Their name 
comes from the that they live in.  
Most clownfish live in shallow warm waters, near 

The relationship between anemone and clownfish is called , which 
means both species help each other to live.  An anemone protects clownfish

Besides dead anemone tentacles and leftover pieces of the anemone’s food, 
clownfish also eat plankton and .

All clownfish are born male.  They can change to be a female, but only to be the 
leading female of a group.  When they change to female, they cannot change 
back to male. 

Clownfish are such amazing fish to learn about!  

clownfish because of its beautiful, bright colors. 
They have orange, red, yellow, black or blue bodies 
with white stripes.

from predators with its poisonous .  
Clownfish lure other fish to the anemone to help it 
get fish to eat.  They also clean them by eating 
sea anemone’s dead tentacles and leftover food, 
such as pieces of fish.  Clownfish are immune to 
sea anemone’s poison, or venom, because of a 
layer of mucus, or slime, that covers their bodies.    



How big are clownfish?

Why are clownfish also 
called anemonefish?

What do clownfish eat?

Why do some male 
clownfish change to 
be female?

How do anemones keep 
clownfish safe?
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What do clownfish look like?

SURVIVAL SKILLS:
How do clownfish 

stay alive?

HABITAT:
Where do 

clownfish live?
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