
Grade 3 Level II Reading Enrichment 
Unit 2 – Novel Unit - Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard and Florence At Water 
Parent Summary 

Unit 2 Reading Targets  
p I can ask relevant questions in order to comprehend text. 
p I can answer clarifying questions in order to comprehend text. 
p I can make text-to-self connections. 
p I can identify literary elements including plot, setting and characters. 
p I can sequence a series of events in a literary selection. 
p I can describe characters (traits, roles, similarities) within a literary selection. 
p I can tell what words mean from how they are used in a sentence. 
p I can use a dictionary to find the meaning of unknown words. 

 
 
Level II enrichment is flexible in nature.  The students who participate in level II 
reading enrichment may change unit to unit, depending on their learning needs.  
Mrs. Friesen teaches grade 3 level II math enrichment. 
 

 
Unit Timeline 
We have just finished the second Grade 3 level II reading enrichment unit last Friday (though 
some students are still finishing up painting their clay penguin models).  I will met with students 
four days a week (M-T-TH-F) for 25 minutes per time during this short novel unit.  This unit ran from 
October 28-November 22.  
 
Plot Triangle 
Students were introduced to what a plot is (what happens in the story), as well as, a plot triangle.  
They created a large plot triangle on the K-5 enrichment classroom floor out of duct tape so that 
they could move along it from the beginning of plot to	rising action to climax to falling action to 
resolution. 
 
Learning New Reading Skills and Strategies 
Students were introduced to Literature Circles and Role sheets.  Both of these strategies are 
brand-new to the students.  Therefore, they are discovering and learning as they practice 
completing each type of role sheet.  Each role sheet focuses on one reading target (I can 
statement) from this unit.  Students also practiced finding and recording textual evidence using 
p. ____, par. _____ , lines ______. 
 
Fiction and Non-fiction 
Mr. Popper’s Penguins is a fictional story about what happens to a man (Mr. Popper) and his 
family when he receives a gift in the mail.  The gift happens to be an Adelie Penguin.  At the end 
of this unit, students briefly researched a penguin of his or her choice.  They completed a 
penguin fact sheet and made a clay model of the penguin.  All penguin models and fact sheets 
will be on display outside the K-5 Enrichment Classroom during the weeks leading up to 
Christmas Break.  Students will take home their individual clay penguin model during the last 
week prior to Christmas Break.   



 
 
 
 


